
Hawaii Protea Growers Newsletter 
 

 An e-Newsletter for the Hawaii Protea Grower, to Promote Communication,  
Cooperation and the use of Science and Technology to Improve and Increase  

the Cultivation and Marketing of Proteaceae Plants and Flowers 
 

Volume 4, Number 1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        February 2025  
 

The focus of this special issue is the XX International Protea Association Conference  
& XV International Protea Research Symposium 

 

Editor:             Ken Leonhardt 
                                                   Department of Tropical Plant and Soil Sciences 
                    College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources  
                            University of Hawaii at Manoa, Honolulu, Hawaii USA  
 

Contents:     XX International Protea Association Conference & XV International Protea Research Symposium,  
                        March/April 2025, Temecula, California, USA…....…………………….………………………...…..1 
                     Program of Presentations and Tours, at a glance………………………...…..…...………………………...3 

                 Let’s meet the Conference and Symposium speakers………………………………………………...….....4 
                 Program of Presentations and Tours, day by day detail……………………….…………………………..15 
                 The Temecula Creek Inn, the Conference & Symposium venue……………………………………….....20 
                    XXII Conference of the Heliconia Society International, Honolulu, Hawaii…………...………………...22 

2 

 
  

It’s harvest time at  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Host of the XX IPA Conference & XV International Protea Research Symposium 



 
                  Page 2 



Protea Association Conference and Re-
search Symposium to take place in 
Temecula, California 
 
The XX International Protea Association Conference 
and XV International Protea Research Symposium 
2025 bring together eminent industry professionals, re-
searchers, breeders, propagators, marketers, producers 
and educators from around the world to Temecula from 
March 30 – April 4, 2025. 

Theme: 'United by Protea'. "This conference is more 
than an event; it's a commitment to cultivating a flour-
ishing future for the Protea industry. Attendees will 
have the opportunity to engage with IPA and ISHS 
members who will share insights and knowledge on the 
Proteaceae family," states the International Protea As-
sociation Conference. 
 
Key highlights of the convention include: 

Educational Sessions and Panel Discussions will ad-
dress global growing and production issues, creative 
farming solutions as well as marketing and floral trends 
to help businesses maintain and increase consumer de-
mand. 
 
Networking Opportunities for participants to interact 
with various industry professionals, including research-
ers, breeders, farmers, educators and marketers, to form 
connections, seek advice and learn new skills. 
 
Farm and nursery tours to Resendiz Brothers Protea 
Growers, Kendall Farms, Rainbow Protea, Altman 
Plants and Bandy Ranch Floral will deliver a unified 
blend of innovation and beauty. 

"We are thrilled to host this prestigious event in 
Temecula," said Ismael Resendiz, President of the In-
ternational Protea Association. " We aim to bring to-
gether floral industry colleagues to support our goal of 
increasing awareness and consumption of proteas 
worldwide. The diverse range of topics and speakers at 
this convention will provide valuable perspectives and 
actionable insights for everyone involved." Plus, April 
is springtime in California and the protea fields are lush 
and bountiful, and sure to captivate all attendees." 

Registration for the XX International Protea Associa-
tion Conference and XV International Protea Research 
Symposium 2025 is now open.  
 
For more information: 
International Protea Association Conference 
proteaconference2025.org 
 

  

XX International Protea Association (IPA) 
Conference and the XV International Protea 
Research (IPWG/ISHS) Symposium - March 
30 – April 4, 2025, Tentative Program 
 

Sunday, March 30, 2025 
12pm --7pm Registration 
3pm – 4:30pm IPA Board Meeting 
5pm --7pm Opening Reception 
 
Monday, March 31, 2025 – Farm Tour Day 
7am Buses depart. 
8:30am Visit Resendiz Brothers Packing House and Nursery - 
Light Breakfast 
9am Kendall Farms Tour  
12pm Lunch at Rainbow Protea--The Pond 
5:30 Reception dinner—Bandy Ranch 
 
Tuesday, April 1, 2025 – IPA Meetings 
7am Networking Continental Breakfast 
8am – 5pm Meetings 
Coffee Break 
12-noon Lunch 
Dinner on Own  
 
Wednesday, April 2, 2025 – Symposium Sessions & Posters 
7am Networking Continental Breakfast 
8am – 5pm Meetings 
Coffee Break 
12-noon Lunch 
7pm Dinner in the Hotel Ballroom 
 
Thursday, April 3, 2025 – Tours of Atman Plants Nursery 
and Bandy Ranch Facility  
7am Continental Breakfast 
8am Buses Depart 
9am Atman Plants Nursery Tour and Bandy Ranch tour with 
Lunch 
3:15 Busses depart for Temecula Creek Inn 
 
Friday, April 4, 2025 – Optional Post Conference Tour 
7am Busses depart for LA Flower Market and Gourmet Logis-
tics 
 
The Conference and Symposium venue is the charming and 
secluded Temecula Creek Inn, a one-of-a-kind retreat in 
Southern California. Temecula Creek Inn offers an exclusive 
experience of Temecula Valley, with proximity to the winer-
ies, Old Town, and more. Tucked away below the Santa Mar-
garita Mountains, the property offers over 300 wooded and 
landscaped acres and an 
award-winning 27-hole 
golf course. Hit the greens 
in the morning, lounge by 
the pool in the afternoon, 
and order farm-to-table fare 
to your room for a perfect 
SoCal sunset on your bal-
cony. Some images are 
shown below and on the 
following pages. 
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Let’s meet the Conference and Symposium speakers 

Biography 
Pete Kruger  
California, USA 
Pete is currently Director – Global Product Sourcing and De-
velopment for Ball Horticulture which is based in West Chica-

go, Illinois. His current responsibilities include working with 
ornamental plant breeders throughout the world to bring new 
plants to the market.  Pete has worked at Ball Horticulture for 

35 years and has been involved in many parts of the horticul-
ture industry, both in production and in sales in North Ameri-
ca, Europe, Australia and South Africa. Pete has a Bachelor of 

Science in Agricultural Business Management from Cal Poly, 
San Luis Obispo and currently resides in Folsom, California. 

Presentation outline 
Strategies for Successful Product Development of 
Southern Hemisphere Plants 
 
Why Southern Hemisphere plants are more important than 
ever 
-Inherent value of Southern Hemisphere plants in general. 
-The global market is increasing in a number of categories 
-Potential royalty income 
 
New plant variety traits currently in demand 
-“High value” features currently driving sales globally 
-Moving plants internationally 
 
Overview of global ornamental plant market 
-Where the plant markets are 
-Market channels 
-Grower/Consumer product expectations 
 
Timing of product development 
-When to consider potential commercialization. 
-Breeding vs selection 
-Plant protection 
 
Ways to successfully introduce a new plant 
-Methods 
-Things to look out for 
 
Examples of success and upcoming new plant introductions 

Biography 
Dr. Eugenie-Lien Louw 
South Africa 
Eugenie Studied at Stellenbosch University. BSc Agric cum 
Laude (Horticultural Science and Soil Science) 2007. MSc 
Agric cum Laude (Horticultural Science) 2010. The effect of 
high temperature on the growth, physiology and flowering of 
Protea cv. Pink Ice. PhD in Horticultural Science 2020. 
Growth manipulations of Leucospermum cut flowers with the 
application of plant growth regulators 
  
My career started in 2010 at Ocean Agriculture (Pty) Ltd as 
an Agronomist. I moved to Arnelia Farms in  2011 as Tech-
nical manager for nine years. This was an amazing time for 
me in the production of proteas and I greatly value all I 
learned. In  2020 I started at Firstfruits Consulting as Protea 
and Citrus Consultant and Operational manager. In 2024 I was 
promoted to General Manager. I am still actively doing protea 
consulting and transferring knowledge and research from cit-
rus production to protea production. 
 
Abstract 
Optimizing Micronutrient Foliar Applications in se-
lected Leucospermum and Protea Cultivars 
 
Dr. Eugenie-Lien Louw, Firstfruits, Stellenbosch, 7600, South 
Africa;  eugenielouw@gmail.com  (presenting author) 
 
Dr. Lynn Hoffman, Southern Cross Agricultural Solutions, 
Brisbane, Australia; lynn.hoffman2000@gmail.com  (co-
author) 
 
This study investigates micronutrient formulations and man-
agement thereof in enhancing crop productivity, particularly 
focusing on zinc and manganese. Two different micronutrient 
formulations, (1) amino acid chelated or (2) sulphate com-
pounds with fulvic acid, were evaluated by means of leaf 
analysis. Products were applied at supplier recommended 
rates. Amino acid chelated products were also applied at high-
er rates to be comparable to the sulphate products. Findings 
reveal that targeted micronutrient applications increased leaf 
nutrient levels, specifically the higher amino acid chelated 
rates and sulphate compounds. This research provides actiona-
ble insights into sustainable agricultural practices, emphasiz-
ing balanced nutrient inputs. This study highlighted the lack 
of leaf nutrient norms in South Africa, and worldwide. Results 
suggest that optimized micronutrient management can be a 
viable approach to improve crop resilience and nutrient con-
tent. 
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Biography 
Jonathan 
Lidbetter 
Australia 
Jonathan 
(M.Sc. (Hons) 
has 35 years 
experience in 
the horticulture 
sector in re-
search, devel-
opment and 
production pri-
marily related 
to Australian 
native plants in 
the ornamental 
sector. His 
main area of 
interest relates 
to industry ap-

propriate technology for propagation and cultivation of new 
crop lines. He has spent the last 8 years as Production Manag-
er at East Coast Wildflowers focussed on the commercial pro-
duction of Australian native cut flowers. 
 
Abstract 
Australian native Proteaceae - commercial use in 
Australian floriculture 
 
Mr. Jonathan Lidbetter, 29A George Street, Pennant Hills, 
New South Wales 2120, Australia   
lidbetterjonathan@gmail.com  (presenting author) 
 
Ms. Hannah Urquhart, 10265 Hames Rd, Parma NSW 2540, 
Australia   
hannahurquhart0@hotmail.com  (co-author) 
 
Australia is the center of Proteaceae diversity with more than 
half of all recognized genera and species (48 and greater than 
850 respectively). They range from towering trees forty me-
ters high with a trunk diameter of two meters to specimens 
less than ten centimeters tall. Species of Proteaceae can be 
found throughout Australia apart from areas with heavy, basic 
soils over basalt in dry or dryish climates. With the exception 
of rainforest species from tropical and sub-tropical regions, 
species will usually be found on infertile sandy soils or laterit-
ic gravels. In Western Australia, the greatest diversity occurs 
in deep sand, sand over clay or limestone. In the eastern states 
often acidic, sandy soils derived from sandstone are favored 
habitats. They have been developed as fruit crops 
(Macadamia), forestry timbers, garden specimens, cut flowers, 
foliages, buds and nuts. At least eighteen genera have ap-
peared regularly in the domestic and export flower and foliage 
trade but relative few have been cultivated outside Australia. 
This paper introduces the depth of Australian Proteaceae spe-
cies used in the Australian industry, the current development 
status of these genera and the perceived limitations to devel-
opment. 
 
Genera covered include Adenathos, Alloxylon, Athertonia, 
Banaksia, Conospermum, Grevillea, Hakea, Isopogon, Lam-
bertis, Lomatia, Musgravea, Opisthiolepis, Peresoona, Petro-
phile, Stenocarpus, Stirlingia, Telopea and Xylomelum. 

Biography 
Dr. Vivian 
Loges 
Brazil  
Vivian is an 
agronomist with 
PhD in Botany – 
Plant Breeding 
and Post-
doctorate at the 
University of Se-
ville. She is pro-
fessor of Floricul-
ture, Ornamental 
Plants and Land-
scape Designed 
for undergraduate 
and graduate stu-

dents at the University Federal Rural de Pernambuco 
(UFRPE), Recife, Brazil since 1998. The main subjects of her 
research are with tropical plants to be used as cut flowers and 
to green covers, roofs and walls to urban landscape consider-
ing not only the beauty but the conservation aspect, identity of 
the place and ecosystem services. She is also vice chair of the 
ISHS Division of Landscape and Urban Horticulture and Heli-
conia Society Bulletin Content Editor and member of the 
Board of Directors. More information in the CV http://
lattes.cnpq.br/2053727463453766 
 
Abstract 
The protea market in Brazil: trends, challenges and 
opportunities 

 
Dr. Antonio Hélio Junqueira, HORTICA - Hórtica Consulting. 
Trend Studies, São Paulo, Brzil.  
helio@hortica.com.br (co-author) 
 
Dr. Marcia da Silva Peetz, HORTICA - Hórtica Consulting. 
Trend Studies, São Paulo, Brazil.  
marcia@hortica.com.br (co-author) 
 
Dr. Vivian Loges, Univ.Federal Rural de Pernambuco, Rua 
José Bezerra de Albuquerque 38a, Recife, 54315-580, Brazil.  
vivian.loges2@ufrpe.br (presenting author) 

 
The cultivation and production of proteas in Brazil is still quite 
restricted. There are records of the introduction in the early 
2000s of proteas in the Paranapanema region, State of São 
Paulo, southeastern Brazil. Currently, production is observed 
in Minas Gerais (southeast Brazil) and in Petrolina region in 
the state of Pernambuco (Northeast region). Fresh protea flow-
er and foliage stems and dehydrated stems, natural or artificial-
ly coloured, are offered for sale in the Brazilian market. Na-
tional production still does not meet the demand of Brazilian 
consumers, with imports being made from Colombia. The 
main challenges for proteas production in Brazil are: define the 
best production regions considering climatic zoning and the 
main consumer markets; obtaining propagation materials to 
carry out cultivar testing and improvement, and develop pro-
duction techniques. 
 
Keywords 
Protea, Leucospermum, production, historical overview, cut 
flower trade. 
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Abstract 
Edaphoclimatic zoning and commercial viability for 
Proteas cultivation in the Pernambuco State, Brazil 
 
Vivian Loges1; Cristina Rodrigues Nascimento 2; Antonio Hélio 
Junqueira3; Marcia da Silva Peetz4; Mateus Rosas Ribeiro 
Filho5  
 
1Laboratory of Floriculture, Department of Agronomy, Federal 
Rural University of Pernambuco (UFRPE), Av. Dom Manoel 
Medeiros s/n, Recife, PE, CEP: 52171-900, Brazil. vivi-
an.loges2@ufrpe.br 
 
2 Department of Agronomy, UFRPE, Av. Dom Manoel Medei-
ros s/n, Recife, PE, CEP: 52171-900, Brazil. 
 
3PhD, Researcher at the Institute of Advanced Studies of the 
University of São Paulo (IEA/USP); HORTICA - Hórtica Con-
sulting. Trend Studies and Market Intelligence. he-
lio@hortica.com.br. 
 
4 Postgraduate specialist in Economics, HORTICA consultant. 
marcia@hortica.com.br. 
 
5 Soil Museum of Pernambuco, Department of Agronomy, 
UFRPE, Av. Dom Manoel Medeiros s/n, Recife, PE, CEP: 
52171-900, Brazil. 
 

Proteas production is still restricted to a few locations in Bra-

zil and does not meet consumer demand. The State of Pernam-

buco, Northeast Brazil, has production of Proteas indicating 

the potential to develop this crop. Those productions occurs in 

the Agreste and Sertão, regions characterized by drier climate, 

hot days and cool nights. The objective of this work was to 

perform the edaphic-climatic zoning and commercial viability 

for Proteas cultivation in the Pernambuco State, Brazil. The 

Agreste and Sertão regions of the State of Pernambuco have 

temperature ranges recommended for the crop, but do not 

have the recommended precipitation distribution for the 

plant's cycle, which can be supplied with an irrigation system. 

Several counties have soil characteristic to which proteas are 

adapted: acidic soils (pH=4.5 to 6.2); low to medium levels of 

organic matter (2 to 3%); sandy or medium textured and good 

drainage; more than 45 cm in depth; and poor in nutrients. 

Although several counties of Pernambuco State have natural 

potential to produce Proteas, commercial viability could be 

impaired due to the distance from the main commercialization 

centres and consumer markets in the Southeast and South of 

Brazil. Furthermore, the size and unit weight of the flower 

stems of most protea cultivars makes long-distance transporta-

tion difficult and influences the price per unit in marketing. 

The counties closest to highways or airports were indicated to 

minimize the logistical challenge of production and sales. 

Several municipalities in Pernambuco have natural potential 

and favorable conditions to produce Protea. The results pro-

vided support for initially developing research to introduce 

and evaluate cultivars for later indication for planting and 

commercial production. 

Biography 
Caroline O’Brien 
South Afrtica 
Caroline  is a founding 
member and the Manag-
ing Director of Future 
Fynbos, a company estab-
lished in 2003 to intro-
duce new varieties to the 
cut flower industry and 
conduct specialized re-
search on Proteaceae. Her 
career began as a tech-
nical production manager 
with Molteno Brothers, a 
commercial Proteaceae 
grower at the time. Here 

she gained extensive experience in commercial Protea farming 
and nursery management. This role provided her with invalua-
ble insights into the practical and commercial aspects of the 
industry, which have informed her approach to product devel-
opment and innovation.  Caroline holds an undergraduate de-
gree in Horticulture and Soil Science and a Master’s degree 
from Stellenbosch University. Her Master’s thesis, supervised 
by Professor Jacobs, focused on the species Brunia albiflora.  
 

Abstract 
A modified Serruria market: The introduction of new 
cultivars distinct in appearance and flowering behav-
ior 
 

Ms. Caroline O’Brien, Future Fynbos, 4 Lourensford Road, 
Somerset West, 7130, South Africa;   
caroline@futurefynbos.com  (presenting author) 
 

Ms. Naomi Naude, Future Fynbos, South Africa;   
naomi@futurefynbos.com  (co-author) 
 

This study investigates the transformation of the Serruria 
(Blushing Bride) market with the introduction of named culti-
vars that are distinct in both appearance and flowering behav-
ior. The uniqueness of Serruria varieties allows them to occu-
py a niche market within the broader floral industry.  Prior to 
2022, only two Serruria varieties were named with the Dutch 
auction and sold as commercial cut flowers; one white under 
its species name Serruria florida and one pink variety ‘Sugar 
n Spice’. New cut flower cultivars of Serruria have been de-
veloped and released by Future Fynbos, each characterized by 
unique visual traits and bloom patterns designed to meet mar-
ket demand for novel and aesthetically appealing floral prod-
ucts. These innovations aim to enhance market competitive-
ness and to extend the availability of varieties throughout the 
season. Traditionally, Serruria production in South Africa 
starts in June and extends to end October. Future Fynbos has 
selected new cultivars with varying flowering times that allow 
for availability as early as May, ensuring that white and pink 
varieties can be offered together throughout the entire season. 
Future Fynbos sees further potential in breeding efforts to im-
prove the existing characteristics.  By extending the flowering 
season and providing greater variety, Future Fynbos aims to 
strengthen the market appeal of Serruria as a niche but con-
sistent product. As consumers become increasingly selective, 
having diverse options and reliable availability is essential for 
capturing and sustaining interest in the unique beauty of Ser-
ruria flowers.  Details of each variety are discussed. 
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Abstract 
Pinching of Ayoba® Leucadendron cultivars to in-
crease product value 
 
Ms. Caroline Ms. O’Brien, Future Fynbos, 4 Lourensford 
Road, Somerset West, 7130, South Africa;   
carline@futurefynbos.com  (presenting author) 
 
Ms. Naomi Ms. Naude, Future Fynbos, South Africa;  nao-
mi@futurefynbos.com  (co-author) 
 
Mr. Hans Hettasch, Arnelia Farms, South Africa 
hans@arnelia.co.za  (co-author) 
 

The removal of apical meristems, commonly referred to as 
pinching, is a horticultural technique widely applied across 
floricultural crops to encourage lateral shoot development. In 
cut flower cultivars like Leucadendron R. Br., this practice 
promotes branching and yields stems with multiple cones, a 
characteristic especially desirable for smaller cone products 
marketed as sprays. A high-quality spray consists of a cluster 
of three to five well-formed cones, with the branched section 
of the stem measuring no more than 15 cm.  Optimal timing 
windows for pinching Leucadendron cone products have 
been developed for several Ayoba® varieties. Pinching trials 
on specific Leucadendron cultivars began in 2009 in South 
Africa, with Ayoba® ‘Jade Pearl’, leading to commercial 
implementation in 2010. Current findings for Southern Hem-
isphere conditions suggest that for Ayoba® ‘Cherry Pearl’, 
pinching during the first half of March yields high-quality 
sprays, while Ayoba® ‘Jade Pearl’ benefits from pinching in 
mid- to late March, and Ayoba® ‘Silver Pearl’ from mid-
March to early April. The timing and depth of pinching in-
fluence spray characteristics, as it influences the number of 
lateral shoots that break and the time available for these 
shoots to extend and form cones.  This impacts the visual 
appeal and value of the final spray product, resulting in ei-
ther a loose or flat spray where the number of cones corre-
sponds with the number of lateral shoots. This study empha-
sizes the importance of precision in this technique to meet 
market standards and maximize crop value. 

 

Biography 
Naomi Naude 
South Africa 
After completing a BSc 
Agric in Horticulture and 
Genetics, Naomi completed 
a Masters thesis titled 
‘Manipulation of flowering 
in Protea cynaroides cv. 
‘Arctic Ice’. Both degrees 
were obtained from Stellen-
bosch University. While 
enrolled as a Masters stu-
dent, she was also involved 

in the Post Harvest Innovation Fund project, Flowers by Sea. 
Following an internship at Future Fynbos, she was appointed 
as Technical Manager in 2020, involved with research and 
development. During the 2022 Protea Research Symposium 
she was awarded the ISHS Young Minds award for her re-
search paper sprouting from the MSc study. Her current fo-
cus areas are Future Fynbos’ extensive breeding programs as 
well as pre- and post-harvest horticultural facets of all 
Ayoba® cultivars. 

Abstract 
Optimizing disbudding timing for extended harvest 
in Ayoba® Leucospermum 
Cultivars 
 

Ms. Caroline O’Brien, PO Box 168, Elgin, 7180, South 
Africa;  caroline@futurefynbos.com  (co-author)  
 

Ms. Naomi Naude, Future Fynbos, 7130, South Africa;  nao-
mi@futurefynbos.com  (presenting author)  
 

Disbudding is a commercial strategy carried out by growers to 
optimize the production of Leucospermum R. Br. Optimal 
disbudding timing varies regionally and among cultivars, in-
fluenced by factors such as climate, elevation, horticultural 
practices, and stem characteristics. The cropping patterns of 
two Future Fynbos Ayoba® Leucospermum cultivars, 
Ayoba® ‘Sun’ and Ayoba® ‘Mandarin Zest’ were assessed 
compared to the industry benchmark, ‘Succession’. Harvest 
time, harvest duration, and the potential to manipulate harvest 
periods through disbudding were investigated. The cultivar 
Ayoba® ‘Mandarin Zest’ demonstrated a long flowering win-
dow and significant disbudding potential, similar to 
‘Succession’, whereas the later cultivar Ayoba® ‘Sun’ had a 
shorter harvest period and a narrower disbudding window. 
Stem quality influenced harvest timing, as the bud develop-
ment on longer, thicker stems progressed more rapidly than 
on shorter, thinner stems. Disbudding in these cultivars are 
dependent on the time of disbud rather than the bud size. Dis-
budding strategies should consider the regrowth time needed 
after harvest and the risk of damage to the primary bud before 
or during the picking season, which will largely depend on the 
regions and varieties disbudding plasticity.  The results can be 
used to plan disbudding schedules to maximize flowering pe-
riod extension and ensure alignment with market demands. 
 
Abstract 
Protea cynaroides (L.) L Ayoba® ‘Arctic Ice’. com-
mercial flower production 
 
Ms. Caroline O’Brien, Future Fynbos, 4 Lourensford Road, 
Somerset West, South Africa;   
caroline@futurefynbos.com  (presenting author) 
 
Ms. Naomi Naude, Future Fynbos, South Africa;  nao-
mi@futurefynbos.com  (co-author) 
 

Flowers for the autumn harvest period of Protea 
cynaroides (L.) L. Ayoba® ‘Arctic Ice’ develop through the 
summer, while spring- harvested flowers develop through 
winter. The annual commercial harvest therefore consists of 
two main harvest periods, with reduced availability between 
these main periods. Through monthly bud tracking, we aim to 
show the influence that the season exerts over the rate of in-
florescence development and flower quality. The maturation 
rate is slower during winter compared to more rapid summer 
development, resulting in smaller flower heads due to fewer 
floral appendages being produced. Autumn harvested flowers 
are prone to early onset of postharvest defects, along with 
‘blown’ flowers. When the florets open before the involucral 
bracts have a chance to open, the flowers are referred to as 
‘blown’. These flowers do not occur any other time of the 
year under normal circumstances in South Africa. Harvesting 
and handling practices during autumn requires optimal post-
harvest treatments to achieve an acceptable quality and vase 
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life. Annual postharvest trials have led to the establishment of 
a best handling protocol for Ayoba® ‘Arctic Ice’ which de-
pends on optimal hygiene practices and an understanding of 
the expected vase life performance of these two harvest peri-
ods based on factors influencing quality. 

Biography 
Dennis Perry  
California, USA 
Dennis is a fourth generation producer in California agricul-
ture.  He was born into the family wholesale nursery business 
providing vegetable starts to farms and ornamental plants to 
retail nurseries.  He graduated in 1977 from Cal-Poly Pomona 
with a BS in Biology and went to work in the avocado indus-
try of North San Diego County.  Dennis worked in the pack-
inghouse and in grove management, in both, San Diego Coun-
ty and Nipomo, San Luis Obispo County. 
 
His first contact with Proteas was in a 1975 Cal Poly Fruit 
Science class during a five-minute discussion within an alter-
nate crops lesson.  Seeds were bought with his father, Jim Per-
ry, research was begun on how to best grow Proteas.  In 1981 
Jim and Dennis began Perry’s Panorama in Somis, Ventura 
County and Dennis has been commercially growing Proteas 
since.  
 
Perry’s Panorama has introduced clones and hybrids from all 
over the world to California growers and developed many oth-
ers here in the nursery and field.  Early introductions include 
'Safari Sunset', 'Pink Ice', 'Tango' and 'Rose Mink' and most 
recently 'Ebony' and 'Arctic Ice'.  Trade organizations have 
developed the foundation of today’s protea industry.  Dennis 
has been an active member from the beginnings of the Califor-
nia Protea Association (CPA), and is the 1989 Past President 
of the International Protea Association (IPA) and has served 
on various IPA committees. He was convener of the 2006 
ISHS Protea Research Symposium and assisted with the IPA 
Conference that year. 
 

Dennis lives in Ventura, California.  He donates time to Grow-
ing Works Nursery (employing and assisting mental health 
clients), the Ventura Botanical Gardens and is a Board mem-
ber of the Taft Gardens in Ojai.  He serves and maintains his 
memberships in International Plant Propagators and University 
of California Santa Cruz Arboretum, along with CPA and IPA. 
 
Dennis has always been an avid "waterman", swimming, surf-

ing, diving, and sailing.  His love for the mountains and de-

serts has taken him backpacking, skiing, bouldering and he is a 

"rockhound". 

Abstract 
Growing Proteas in California 
 
Dennis Perry, 2419 Harbor Blvd, PMB 165, Ventura CA 
93001, United States of America   
perry-pan@outlook.com  (presenting author) 
 
Varied growing conditions in California are addressed, in this 
paper, for the successful establishment of protea plants in con-
tainers, gardens, landscapes, and fields. Proteas continue to 
increase in popularity for home gardens and commercial land-
scapes. New, and established, cutflower farms continue plant-
ing. Varied water sources and soils exist throughout Califor-
nia. Often marginal soils and water sources complicate suc-
cessful establishment and the longevity of Protea plants. Po-
rosity and previous fertilization of soils are often concerns for 
successful plantings. Lime and salts in the water can affect 
proteas in most any soil. Methods to mitigate these, and other 
concerns are discussed. Specific attention will be paid to pH, 
fertilization, soil drainage and irrigation practices. Also, the 
above concerns will be addressed for propagation and contain-
er nursery production. 

 

Biography 
Jayme Barton  
Hawaii, USA 
Jayme is a researcher and 
agronomist based on Oa-
hu, Hawaii. Her back-
ground includes working 
as a scientist at the Hawaii 
Agriculture Research 
Center where she special-
ized in soil health, sus-
tainable agriculture and 
conservation, renewable 
energy crop development, 
and more. She currently 
operates a small commer-
cial protea and cut flower 
farm on Oahu with her 
family.  

Abstract 
Growing Proteas in a Tropical Environment  
 
Pincushion proteas adapted to low elevation warm temperature 
locations are being grown on a commercial farm for the first 
time on Oahu, Hawaii. This session will discuss the various 
varieties tested and their suitability to this specific farms loca-
tion. Specific plant characteristics such as growth habit, dis-
ease and pest pressure, yield estimates, flower quality and 
more will be reviewed.  
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Biography 
Russell Galanti  
Hawaii, USA 
Russell is an Exten-
sion Agent for orna-
mental crops and 
landscape industries 
on Hawaii Island. He 
is a graduate (MSc.) 
of the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa, 
College of Tropical 
Agriculture and Hu-
man Resources and 
has worked in the 

green industry for 23 years both privately and publicly. Russell 
works with the cut flower, nursery crop, and landscaping in-
dustries through research and extension programs related to 
pest and disease management, new and novel crop variety 
trialing and releases, and improved cultural practices that pro-
mote plant, human, and environmental health. 
 

Abstract 
Low Elevation Tolerant Protea Trialing and Expan-
sion in Hawaii 
 

Mr. Russell Galanti. County Extension Agent, Department of 
Tropical Plant and Soil Sciences, University of Hawaii at 
Manoa.  rgalanti@hawaii.edu 
 

Leucospermum species are temperate climate plants native to 
South Africa and have restricted production regions in Hawaii 
limited to elevations of 450 m or higher. This limitation and 
competition for land has been partially responsible to a decline 
in Leucospermum production in Hawaii. Agriculture land at 
lower elevations is more abundant and cheaper, and is an op-
tion for growing low elevation tolerant varieties. Breeding pro-
grams at the University of Hawaii at Manoa have focused on 
developing hybrids that will perform to commercial standards 
for plant growth, yield and quality, and grow at or near sea 
level. 14 hybrids of Leucospermum were trialed at 152 m ele-
vation on Oahu HI. 10 hybrids exhibited adequate survival and 
were selected for continued trial. Weather, plant growth 
(height and width), flower count, flowering seasonality, and 
plant health data were collected from 2021-2023. Flower 
length and quality data, and vase life data were collected in 
2024. 
 

Average relative humidity was 79%, average monthly rainfall 
was 3.53 cm, and average temperature was 21.8 C with maxi-
mum temperature of 33.4 C and low of 14.2 C. The 10 hybrids 
all had acceptable fitness at 500’ elevation. Some hybrids 
showed more fitness than others. Hybrid 602 had the highest 
overall average health (3.8) and highest total flower count. Hy-
brids 620 and 626 also showed excellent fitness as well as 
highest flower counts. While none of the hybrids are consid-
ered unfit for production in similar conditions, some did per-
form less well. Hybrid 88 and Hybrid 633 had the lowest aver-
age health at 3.0 followed closely by Hybrids 583 (3.2), 679 
(3.3), and 563 (3.3). These varieties also had some of the low-
est total flower counts. All of the hybrids in this study are con-
sidered potential candidates for release and continued trialing. 
Significant effort in releasing these hybrids has occurred from 
2022-2025 leading to the development of several nursery and 
floriculture businesses. Future work can include long term 
trialing, trialing at different microclimates across the State, and 
continued extension outreach and industry expansion efforts. 

Biography 
Antonio Lopez 
Canary Islands, Spain 
Antonio is the Managing Director of ASOCAN, the Associa-
tion of Growers and Exporters of Flowers and Plants of the 
Canary Islands 
 
Born on 30th March 1971 in Santa Cruz de Tenerife, where I 
lived until I was 27 years old, when I finished my university 
degree in Economics and moved to Bournemouth, England, to 
finish my academic training with a Master's degree in Interna-
tional Business. After working in the accounting and financial 
department of several tourism companies, in 2006 I moved to 
take over the management of ASOCAN, the Association of 
Growers and Exporters of Flowers and Plants of the Canary 
Islands, until the present day. Almost twenty years working 
for this agricultural sector of flowers and plants, the learning 
has been and continues to be continuous, seeing not only the 
development of the different crops, but also the development 
of the same crops in different areas of the Canary Islands and 
the whole world, such as proteas which have led me to see 
their development in different islands in the Canary Islands 
(Gran Canaria, La Palma and Tenerife) and in other areas of 
the world (South Africa, Portugal and the Azores). 
 
Abstract 
ASOCAN and its role in the Canaries Proteaceae 
Production: Achievements and Challenges 

 
Antonio López Cappa, Managing Director of ASOCAN 

(Asociación de Cosecheros y Exportadores de Flores y Plan-

tas Vivas de Canarias), C/ Muelle de Ribera s/n, Edificio Puer-

to Ciudad, Local 7B, 38001 Santa Cruz de Tenerife,Islas Ca-

narias, Spain. E-mail: antoniolopez@asocan.net 

 
ASOCAN is the Association of Growers and Exporters of cut 
flower and plants from Canary Islands, created for several 
growers of cut flowers to defend the interests of the ornamen-
tal sector in the Canaries, issues as important as disease pests, 
transportation, collective bargaining in the labor and tax field, 
promotion and marketing, agriculture insurance, employee 
training, in short it becomes the interlocutor of the sector be-
fore the Public and Private Administrations. This paper re-
ports on the nature and role of the ASOCAN about Proteaceae 
production in the Canaries, how an association can be a plat-
form to achieve joint objectives of different production areas 
or islands, and also provides the current status of protea pro-
duction in the main islands (La Palma, Tenerife and Gran Ca-
naria). 
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Biography 
Wendy Proud 
California, USA 
Raised under the sunny skies of Southern California, Wendy 
Proud grew up fascinated by her childhood garden of cacti, 
unusual succulents and prolific avocado trees. She quickly 
developed a passion for all aspects of gardening, from plant-
ing seedlings with her mom to driving a tractor with her dad. 
 
Never changing course, Wendy became a career horticulturist 
and now has over thirty years of sales and production experi-
ence in the retail and wholesale nursery industry. Upon earn-
ing an ornamental horticulture degree from Cal Poly, Pomona, 
while gaining experience at several nurseries, she was hired as 
a sales rep by Monrovia Growers. Promoted to become a 
grower at the nursery grounds in Central California, Wendy 
managed production for 300 plant varieties on 125 acres and 
supervised over 100 employees. 
 
Relocating to Pasadena, Wendy launched and became co-
owner of Proud Murphy, a landscape design and installation 
company focused on proper plant selection and streamlined 
maintenance programs. She advocated organic gardening 
practices, offered horticultural coaching, and promoted the 
ground-breaking concept of quarterly and bi-yearly mainte-
nance for healthier, better-performing plants. 
 
Keen on sharing her knowledge and enthusiasm with the gar-
dening public, Wendy joined the high-end destination nursery 
Roger’s Gardens in Corona Del Mar. In addition to designing 
their famously dramatic ready-made planters, she became a So 
Cal gardening celebrity with her monthly seminars and week-
ly cable show, “The Proud Gardener.” 
 
In 2009, Wendy opened Proud Plant Sales, representing both 
Mountain States Wholesale Nursery (MSWN), in Glendale, 
Arizona, and Rancho Soledad Nurseries, in Rancho Santa Fe, 
California. She has traveled throughout the West giving 
presentations to the nursery trade, professional groups and 
garden clubs, educating audiences about MSWN’s beautiful 
and diverse low-water-use species from the southwest as well 
as the vast world of subtropical and tropical plants sold by 
Rancho Soledad. 

Never stopping, in 2023 Wendy went back to her true calling 
of landscape maintenance, launching Kinship League, a spe-
cialized horticultural maintenance company offering simpli-
fied intuitive tips and solutions utilizing the energy of Mother 
Nature.  Through Kinship League, Wendy is focused on edu-
cating and helping all levels of plant care professionals to 
plant enthusiasts alike about the importance of the relationship 
between proper plant maintenance and the human connection 
to an outdoor space.  
 
Presentation title: 

Proteas in the Landscape—Plant Materials for the 
Future 

Biography 
Dr. Keanu Martin  
South Africa 
Keanu is a researcher and lecturer based at the Department of 
Horticultural Sciences, Stellenbosch University, South Africa. 
Dr. Martin's work primarily focuses on the use of plant growth 
regulators in pome, stone fruit, and proteas, contributing to 
advancements in the horticultural sector. In addition, he has a 
strong background in pollination biology, with previous re-
search centred on optimizing cross-pollination strategies for 
blueberries. Dr Martin's expertise lies in developing innova-
tive approaches to improve fruit quality and yield while ad-
dressing industry challenges. 
 
Abstract 
Manipulating flowering time in Protea cynaroides 
through Plant Growth Regulators 
 
Dr. Keanu Martin, Stellenbosch Central, 7600 Stellen-
bosch, South Africa  
keanum@sun.ac.za  (presenting author) 
 
Dr. Eugenie-Lien Louw, Stellenbosch Central, 7600 Stel-
lenbosch, South Africa  
eugenie.louw@1stfruits.co.za  (co-author) 
 
Ms. Christi Hurter, Stellenbosch Central, 7600 Stellen-
bosch, South Africa   
22785221@sun.ac.za  (co-author) 
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Protea cynaroides, commonly known as the King Protea, is a 
highly valuable crop within South Africa’s cut flower indus-
try, recognized as the country’s most exported cut flower. The 
majority of South Africa’s P. cynaroides stems are exported 
to Europe during the months of September to November, with 
a peak in October. This seasonal oversupply significantly re-
duces the price per stem, underscoring the need for strategies 
to stabilize market availability. The aim of this study was to 
evaluate the potential of two plant growth regulators, 6-
benzyladenine (6-BA) and uniconazole, to manipulate flower-
ing phenology and extend the flowering period of P. 
cynaroides. Plant growth regulators were applied to two-flush 
and/or three-flush shoots in single or double treatments, with 
monthly measurements of stem diameter and phenological 
assessments to monitor treatment effects. The results indicat-
ed that 6-BA treatments accelerated the formation of three-
flush shoots, thereby increasing plant growth rates, while uni-
conazole delayed their formation. Double treatments combin-
ing 6-BA and three-flush shoots demonstrated the most pro-
nounced effect, with earlier flower initiation observed. These 
findings suggest that plant growth regulators represent a 
promising tool for managing flowering times in P. 
cynaroides, thereby potentially reducing seasonal market 
oversupply and stabilizing stem prices. Further research into 
their application could contribute to enhancing the economic 

viability of this crop for the floriculture industry. 
 
Biography 
Adrian Parsons 
Australia 
I am a Horticultural 
Sales & Marketing 
strategist with over 
30 years experience 
in management 
across retail, 
wholesale, import, 
export, growing, IP 
management, li-
censing, sales, mar-
keting and public 
relations in a range 
of horticultural 
trade channels.  
 

I have established three successful horticultural enterprises 
with offices in Melbourne, Perth and Fallbrook California, 
flower growing operations in Victoria and Western Australia, 
employed over 70 FTEs, distributed the flower crops of over 
200 local and overseas growers whilst servicing a customer 
base in excess of 300 clients in key Australian and overseas 
markets. 
 
 I have taken an active role in various industry bodies includ-
ing President Australian Flower Export Council (A.F.E.C.), 
committee member Victorian Flower Growers Group, mem-
ber Rural Industries Research Development Corporation 
(R.I.R.D.C.) Wildflower committee and the Flower Advisory 
Committee at the Melbourne Market Authority (M.M.A). 
 
I have assisted a number of community and charity groups 
including Cystic Fibrosis Victoria, Red Cross, Motherless 
Daughters Australia, SAS Resources Fund and McGrath 
Foundation. 

Abstract 
Waxflower breeding and marketing - building a mar-
ket - driven Waxflower breeding program financed 
by end point of consumption royalties 
 
Mr. ADRIAN PARSONS, 10 FINLAYSON STREET, MAL-
VERN VIC 3144, Australia   
 
adrian@helixaustralia.com.au  (presenting author) 
 
Established in 2008 and working closely with private breeders 
and Kings Park & Botanic Garden (KPBGA), Helix Australia 
(HA) has developed a successful breeding 
and licensing business model specializing in Australian genera 
Chamaelaucium (Waxflower) and Boronia. 
 
From establishment, HA breeding processes and targeted out-
comes have been commercially focused to breed desirable new 
hybrids for both cut flower and nursery/pot plant markets. The 
HA business models delivers win-win commercial outcomes 
for both the breeder and grower clients. 
 
New Waxflower hybrids from HA are now being commercial-
ly grown in Australia, South Africa, Israel, USA, Peru, New 
Zealand, Italy, Spain and Portugal. 
 
This oral presentation will detail: 
1.Breeding processes/methods; 
2.Global trials/assessment program; 
3.Global PBR protection processes/costs/pitfalls; 
4.Global Market snapshot Waxflower /cut flowers; 
5.Global new variety roll out; 
6.Detail business model of end point consumption royalties 
which provide on going funding for continued breeding; 
7.Global marketing/public relations program to increase 
Waxflower awareness amongst florist community; 
8.Provide generic commercial strategy/direction for applica-
tion to Proteaceae breeding programs. 
 
Waxflower is one of the top 10 filler flowers by volume grown 
globally. Whilst not in the  Proteaceae family, its sits alongside 
many Pro-
teacea genera 
in terms of: 
1.Growing 
regions/
climatic re-
quirements; 
2.Its origin is 
similar to 
many Pro-
teaceae genera 
(eg. Banksia); 
3.Typically 
key commer-
cial traders of 
Proteaceae 
also have 
strong links to 
Waxflower 
grower/
sourcing net-
works. 
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Biography  
Bettina Gollnow 
Austraia 
Bettina is the com-
munications and 
extension manager 
for WildFlowers 
Australia Ltd, the 
national industry 
association sup-
porting the com-
mercial wildflower 
sector of the Aus-
tralian cut flower 
industry. In this 
role she writes a 
quarterly industry 

e-newsletter and regular member updates. She is a regular 
contributor to the national industry magazine Flowers. She has 
also arranged conferences and workshops as required and 
managed a number of national industry conferences, most re-
cently the 10th Australian Wildflower Conference held in 
Moama, NSW in August 2023.  
 
With Del Thomas she co-authored and self-published edition 2 
of ‘What cut flower is that? The essential care and handling 
guide for cut flower professionals’. Together with Robyn 
McConchie, she convened the Eighth International Symposi-
um on New ornamental Crops and Twelfth International Pro-
tea Research Symposium. Perth, W.A., Australia. August 20-
24, 2015.  
 
Prior to this, she was the Industry Development Officer 
(Floriculture) for the NSW Department of Primary Industries 
for over 18 years. During that time, Bettina sought to bring 
industry members together through publications, regular in-
dustry events and a range of technical resources, including 
booklets, newsletters and website articles. She completed 
three projects for the Rural Industries Research & Develop-
ment Corporation (RIRDC), including leading the project 
which developed 32 quality specifications for Australian wild-
flowers and the supporting postharvest manual. She also co-
authored industry guides on growing 3 important Australian 
native species for floriculture. 
 
WildFlowers Australia National Student Floristry 
Competition 
 
Ms. Bettina Gollnow, 51 Griffiths Ave, Camden South NSW 
2570, Australia   
bettinagollnow@iprimus.com.au  (presenting author) 
 
The history and evolution of this competition is outlined. It 
aims to encourage senior Australian floristry students to learn 
about native Australian and botanically related South African 
flowers and foliage, and their distinctive features as they com-
pete for prizes. The competition targets Australian floristry 
students studying at Certificate III level who apply practical 
design elements, principles and underpinning skills learnt in 
class to complete their entry. Working with their teachers, 
they research, design and make an arrangement to suit the 
theme. They also complete specific documentation and submit 
a minimum of 3 photos of their work. Each year a different 

theme is set. At least 75% of the total plant material used in 
the design must be flowers and foliages from species tracing 
their origins to either Australia or botanically related South 
African species; up to 25% of the balance may be traditional/
exotic or tropical flowers. Students describe their design inspi-
ration and execution, list the products used (botanical and 
common names) and explain how they constructed the design. 
In recent years a small research task has been added to extend 
the learning. A judging panel consisting of experienced, quali-
fied florists and educators assesses the entries and selects the 
winners. Industry companies and growers support the competi-
tion financially to cover costs of organizing and prizes. 
 
Craig Scott  
Australia 
 
Abstract 
 
WildFlowers Australia - challenges and solutions 
 
Ms. Bettina Gollnow, 51 Griffiths Ave, Camden South NSW 
2570, Australia   
bettinagollnow@iprimus.com.au  (co-author) 
 
Mr. Craig Scott, 111 Kirks Rd, Mangrove Mountain NSW 2250, 
Austraia   
craig@eastcoastwildflowers.com.au  (presenting author) 
 
WildFlowers Australia is the national peak industry body rep-
resenting the wildflower industry, focused on marketing spe-
cies endemic to Australia and botanically related South Afri-
can species to the floristry industry. A brief history of the or-
ganization and its members is provided. Most growers are lo-
cated in regional areas of Australia, one of the largest coun-
tries on earth, which makes effective communication and net-
working difficult. Federal government financial support for 
wildflower industry research and extension projects ceased in 
May 2017. Since then WildFlowers Australia survived on 
membership income alone, offering basic services to members 
- seasonal newsletters, articles in the national flower industry 
magazine, update emails, and ‘Walking on the 
Wildside’ (‘WoW’) a florist education and promotion event. 
Our national student floristry competition continued with fi-
nancial support of industry sponsors. Post COVID, a national 
conference, the first in almost 10 years, was held in 2023. It 
was a huge success, attracting current and potential growers 
from around Australia and proving that the industry is much 
bigger and more dynamic than anyone realized. Conference 
delegates were surveyed and the results analyzed. This provid-
ed important information on attendees and topics for future 
conferences and educational activities. This feedback along 
with a surge in membership numbers is setting future direc-
tions for the Association. Renewed energy and enthusiasm has 
provided volunteers to get things done. Successes include a 
new website, well attended events and a webinar program es-
pecially for new growers. Education of florists and promotion 
of wildflowers has continued via WoW and the national stu-
dent floristry competition. Experience gained during 2024 will 
be applied to events in 2025 and the next national conference 
in 2026. These new activities have required significant work to 
promote and run them; raising funds to cover costs and man-
aging workload are critical for future progress. 
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Biography 
María de las Nieves Guzmán Reyes 
Canary Islands, Spain 
 
Academic Data: 
- 1999: Agricultural Foreman specialty Head of Operation at 
the Los Llanos de Aridane Agricultural Training School. 
 
- 1999: Specialist Technician specializing in Horticultural 
Exploitation at the I.E.S. José María Pérez Pulido. 
 
- 2007: Agricultural Technical Engineer at the Higher Tech-
nical School of Agricultural Engineering of the University of 
La Laguna. 
 
Professional Data: 
- 2007-2025: Agricultural Technical Engineer of the Proteas 
Cooperative Society of La Palma: Technical manager of the 
Cooperative, providing technical advice to members. Prepa-
ration and implementation of projects, studies and tests relat-
ed to the cultivation of Proteas. Collection of samples and 
sending to laboratories for anlysis of results. Responsible for 
the nursery to make replacement cuttings and new planting. 
 
Other information of interest: 
- I have given several courses and presentations on the culti-
vation of Proteas at the Los Llanos de Aridane Agrarian 
School and in collaboration with Cabildo Insular de La Pal-
ma. 
 
- Speaker at the technical sessions of the XIV International 
Protea Research Symposium and XIX International Protea 
Association Conference.2022. 
 
- I have directed the following Final Degree Projects (TFG): 
 
- Influence of IBA and SEFEL on the rooting of terminal and 
subterminal cuttings of Leucospermum 'Ayoba Peach'. 2022. 
 
- Influence of IBA and SEFEl on the rooting of subterminal 
cuttings of Protea `Grandicolor ́, Leucospermum 'Succession 
II' and Serruria florida. 2022 
 
 
 

- Influence of different treatments on the rooting of apical and 
subapical cuttings of Leucospermum 'Ayoba Sun'.2022 
 
- Author of the scientific article: Effect of MSB on Vascular 
Fungal Disease Control and Mineral Nutrition of Protea Leu-
cospermum cordifolium Cultivar `Succession II . 2012 
 
- I was part of the work team of the following scientific arti-
cles: 
- Post-Harvest Study of Leaf Blackening in Protea `Pink 
Ice ́and `Susara ́. 2012 
- Ascorbic Acid Antioxidant Activity against Leaf Blackening 
of Protea. 2014 
 
- Speaker at the technical sessions of then XIV International 
Protea Research Symposium and XIX International Protea 
Association Conference 2022.  
 
Abstract 
Effects of the Tajogaite volcanic eruption on the culti-
vation of Proteaceae on the island of La Palm 
 
María Nieves Guzmán Reyes, Avenida de Europa,12 , 38710 
S/C de Tenerife Breña Alta, 
Spain; maria@proteaslapalma.com (presenting author) 
E-mail: maria@proteaslapalma.com 
 
María Mercedes Hernández González, mercedesipna.csic.es, 
Instituto de Productos Naturales y, Agrobiología,3, 38206 S/C 
de Tenerife La Laguna, Spain; mercedes@ipna.csic.es (co-
author) 
 
Sociedad Cooperativa Proteas de La Palma is a company that 
brings together all the Protea producers on the Island of La 
Palma, organizing and managing the entire procces from 
planting to marketing the fIowers. In September 2021, a vol-
canic eruption began in the western area of the island of La 
Palma, lasting three months, producing significant and nega-
tive effects of Proteaceae crops throughout the island. Some 
crops dried up and died, with no chance of recovery. In the 
rest it lost commercial value due to the damage suffered, 
reaching 100% losses for some farmers. This study has the 
objective of evaluating and assessing the effects of pyroclasts 
and gases emitted by the volcano and the consequences they 
had on the crop. We collected samples of pyroclasts, soils and 
leaves during the eruption, to be able to compare with previ-
ous parameters. We measure gases in different areas in the 
most affected area. Managing to determine the causes of the 
damage and which are the most resistant varieties. 
 
Additional speakers on  the program include: 
 

Dr. Peter Sacks—California: Pioneering Proteas: Califor-
nia’s Bold Journey 
 

Rene Van Rems – California: The Evolving Role of Proteas 
in Floral Design - How these striking flowers are making their 
way into everything from luxury arrangements to everyday 
bouquets. 
 

Lilian Dube – Zimbabwe / California: Protea Cultivation, 
Land Aesthetics and Spirituality in the Eastern Highlands of 
Zimbabwe: Prospects and Challenges. 
 

Troy Connor – California: Implemented Technologies and 
Systems that Maximize Efficiency and Sustainability. 
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Floral Workshop with Rene Van Rems 
 
 

“Unique on-location special event 
floral design hands-on workshop” 

March 28th and March 29th from 
9am - 5pm. 
Limited to 15 participants.  
 
Go to this link for registration de-
tails: 
https://
apassionforflowers.blogspot.com/2025/01/
designing-with-protea-venus.html 
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XX International Protea Association Conference & XV International Protea Research Symposium 

 
Sunday, March 30, 2025 

Monday, March 31, 2025  

Tuesday, April 1, 2025  

12:00pm -7:00pm Registration Temecula Creek Inn 

5:00pm -7:00pm Opening Reception Temecula Creek Inn – The Meadows 

TBA IPA Board Meeting TBA 

TBA International Protea Working 
Group 

TBA 

7:00am Farm Tours - Buses Depart Temecula Creek Inn 

7:15am - 8:30am Light Breakfast - Resendiz Brothers 
Packing House and Nursery Tour 

Rainbow, CA 

8:45am Buses Depart for Kendall Farms  

9:00am – 11:15am Kendall Farms Tour Rainbow, CA 

11:30am Buses Depart  

12pm – 1:30pm Lunch at Rainbow Protea – The Pond 
 

Rainbow, CA 

2pm – 4pm Rainbow Protea Farm Tour  

4:15pm Buses Depart  

5:30pm Reception/Dinner – Bandy Ranch Fallbrook, CA 

8:00am – 9:00am Networking Continental Breakfast Temecula Creek Inn – Olive Patio 

9:00am – 9:10am Welcome - Opening Remarks – Ken 
Leonhardt - Hawaii 

start at 8.45? 

Olive Ballroom 

9:10am – 9:35am Pioneering Proteas: California's 
Bold Journey 

Speaker: Dr. Peter Sacks – California 

Olive Ballroom 

9:35am – 10:00am Growing Proteas in California  
Speaker: Dennis Perry – California 

Olive Ballroom 

10:00am – 10:25am  A modified Serruria market: The in-
troduction of new cultivars distinct 
in appearance and flowering behav-
iour  
Speaker: Caroline O’Brien – South 
Africa 

Olive Ballroom 

10:25am – 10:35am Q&A Olive Ballroom 
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Tuesday, April 1, 2025, continued 

10:35am – 10:55am break Temecula Creek Inn – Olive Patio 

10:55am – 11:20am Optimizing Micronutrient Foliar Applications in 
selected Leucospermum and Protea Cultivars 
Speaker: Eugenie-Lien Louw – South Africa 

Olive Ballroom 

11:20am – 11:45am Protea cynaroides (L.) L. cv. Arctic Ice Commercial 
Cutflower Production 
Speaker: Naomi Naude - South Africa  

Olive Ballroom 

11:45am – 12:10pm Breeding and selection of Leucospermum Hybrids for a 
Warming Planet 
Speaker: Kenneth Leonhardt – Hawaii  

Olive Ballroom 

12:10pm – 12:20pm Q&A Olive Ballroom 

12:20pm – 1:30pm lunch Temecula Creek Inn – Olive Patio 

1:30pm – 1:55pm Effects of the Tajogaite volcanic eruption on the cul-
tivation of Proteaceae on the island of La Palma 

Speaker: Maria Reyes – Canary Islands 

Olive Ballroom 

1:55pm – 2:20pm Low Elevation Tolerant Protea Trialing and Expan-
sion in Hawaii 
Speaker: Russell Galanti – Hawaii 

Olive Ballroom 

2:20pm – 2:45pm Manipulating Flowering Time in Protea cynaroides through 
Plant Growth Regulators 

Speaker: Keanu Martin – South Africa 

Olive Ballroom 

2:45pm – 2:55pm Q&A Olive Ballroom 

2:55 – 3:15 break Temecula Creek Inn – Olive Patio 

3:15pm – 3:40pm ASOCAN and its role in the Canaries Proteaceae Pro-
duction: Achievements and Challenges  
Speaker: Antonio López – Canary Islands 

Olive Ballroom 

3:40pm – 4:05pm Edaphoclimatic zoning and commercial viability for 
Proteas cultivation in the Pernambuco State, Brazil 
Speaker: Vivian Loges – Brazil 

Olive Ballroom 

4:05pm – 4:30pm Growing Tropical Proteas at a Low Elevation in Ha-
waii 
Speaker: Jayme Barton  

Olive Ballroom 

4:30pm – 4:40pm Q&A Olive Ballroom 

4:40pm– 5:05pm Protea Cultivation, Land Aesthetics and Spirituality 
in the Eastern Highlands of Zimbabwe: Prospects 
and Challenges 

Speaker: Lilian Dube – Zimbabwe / California 

Olive Ballroom 

5:05pm – 5:30pm Implemented Technologies and Systems that Max-
imize Efficiency and Sustainability 

Speaker: Troy Connor – California 

Olive Ballroom 

5:30pm – 5:40pm Q&A Olive Ballroom 

5:40pm Free Evening – Dinner on Own  
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Wednesday, April 2, 2025  

7:30am – 8:30am Networking Continental Breakfast Temecula Creek Inn – Olive Patio 

8:30am – 8:55am Global strategies in the Development of New 
Southern Hemisphere Plants 

Speaker: Peter Kruger – Ball Horticulture 

Olive Ballroom 
 

8:55am – 9:20am Australian native Proteaceae commercial use in 
Australian floriculture 

Speaker: Jonathan Lidbetter - Australia 

Olive Ballroom 
 

9:20am – 9:45am Waxflower Breeding and Marketing – Building a 
Market Financed and Driven by End Point Con-
sumption Royalties 

Speaker: Adrian Parsons – Australia 

Olive Ballroom 
 

9:45am – 9.55am Q&A  

9:55am – 10:15am break Temecula Creek Inn – Olive Patio 

10:15am – 10:40am Proteas in Landscape – Plant Material for the Fu-
ture 
Speaker: Wendy Proud – California 

Olive Ballroom 
 

10:40am – 11:05am Pinching of Ayoba Leucadendron Cultivars to In-
crease Product Value 

Speaker: Caroline O’Brien – South Africa 

Olive Ballroom 
 

11:05am – 11:30am Optimizing Disbudding Timing for Extended Har-
vest in Ayoba Leucospermun Cultivars 

Speaker: Naomi Naude – South Africa 

Olive Ballroom 
 

11:30am – 11:55am WildFlowers Australia - challenges and solutions  
Speaker Craig Scott –Australia  

Olive Ballroom 
 

11:55am – 12:15pm Q&A Olive Ballroom 
 

12:15pm – 1:30pm lunch Temecula Creek Inn – Olive Patio 

1:30pm – 1:55pm WildFlowers Australia National Student Floristry 
Competition 
Speaker Bettina Gollnow – Australia 

Olive Ballroom 
 

1:55pm – 2:20pm The Protea Market in Brazil: trends, challenges 
and opportunities 
Speaker: Vivian Loges - Brazil 

Olive Ballroom 
 

2:20pm – 2.30pm Q&A Olive Ballroom 

2:30pm – 2:40pm Break Temecula Creek Inn – Olive Patio 

2:40pm – 2:50pm ISHS Presentation 
Speaker: Eugenie-Lien Louw – South Africa 

Olive Ballroom 
 

2:50pm – 3:00pm Area reports Olive Ballroom 
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 Introduction 

to explain how the session will run and 
the short time frame. Can cut to 5 min if 
running over time 

 

3:00 – 3:10 California: Diana Roy  

3:10 – 3:20 Canary Islands: Antonio Lopez  

3:20 – 3:30 Chile: Cristina Gregorczyk  

3:30 – 3:40 Hawaii, USA: Patio Nelson  

3:40 – 3:50 South Africa: Eugenie-Lien Louw  

3:50 – 4:00 Zimbabwe: Lillian Dube  

4:00 – 4:10 Australia: Craig Scott  

4:10 – 4:20 Azores: ??  

4:20 – 4:30 Portugal: ??  

4.30 – 4:40 New Zealand  

4.40pm – 5.00pm Closing Remarks and Future Directions 

• Speaker: Diana Roy 
 

• Summary of key takeaways from the conference 
 

• Announcements regarding upcoming initiatives and events 
 

• Invitation to the next Conference 
 

 

7.00 pm Final Banquet Dinner with Speaker 
 

The Business of Creativity: Design and product development 
trends in the Proteaceae Family 
Speaker: Rene van Rems - California 

Olive Ballroom 

Thursday, April 3, 2025  

7:15am Continental Breakfast – Box Breakfast or Breakfast? Resendiz Brothers 

8:15am Buses Depart  

9:00am – 11:00am Altman Plants Nursery Tour - Jim Hessler is the Direc-
tor of West Coast Operations 

Phone: (951) 780-2055 

 

15102 Lake Mathews Dr, 
Perris, CA  
 

11:15am Buses Depart  

12:30pm – 3:00pm Bandy Ranch Floral Tour and Lunch - Steve Dodge  
Phone: (760) 295-0411 

 

2755 Dos Aarons Way b, 
Vista, CA 

3:15pm Buses Depart for Temecula Creek Inn  
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https://www.google.com/search?q=altman+plants+lake+mathews&sca_esv=6dc0ae32fc817d32&sxsrf=ADLYWIJ03LJVVL6EIsvYGNZ7TAmZ1ZpVrA%3A1716923641868&ei=-SxWZuPRNN7bkPIP2u6z2AM&gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsq0iLT88qNGC0UjWosDBISU5KTk0zNzdLtbA0MrUyqDBJTEuxME41ME42SksyNTf2kkrMKclN
https://www.google.com/search?q=bandy+ranch+floral&sca_esv=6dc0ae32fc817d32&sxsrf=ADLYWIKz8JHAYRNKaoeocvP2LZgqSH997w%3A1716923648046&ei=AC1WZp3EArfHkPIPvKW36AQ&gs_ssp=eJzj4tVP1zc0TIkvKTc0Kig0YLRSNaiwMEhJNjdJNTVLsrA0TjYwtwIKpRmkWRqaGScmWlimWZqaeQklJealVCoUJeYl


Friday, April 4, 2025  

7:00am Busses Depart - Optional Post  
Conference Tour 

LA Flower Market / Gourmet Logistics 
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The Temecua Creek Inn is the venue for the IPA Conference  

and ISHS Protea Research Symposium 
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Above and below, images of accommodations and amenities at the Temecula Creek Inn, Temecula (Riverside County),  
California, USA 
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XXII CONFERENCE OF THE HELICONIA SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

University of Hawaii Campus Center, Honolulu, Hawaii 

Conference Schedule and Tours Overview 

Conference, March 23-25, 2025 

March 22-Arrival Day: Arrive at Honolulu Airport, and shuttle to hotel. Lodging for the 

conference and optional Oahu post tour is offered at University of Hawaii’s University Housing 

Lincoln Hall Hotel. 

March 23- Conference Day 1: Board Meeting, tour of Lyon Arboretum and hike to Manoa 

Waterfall.     

March 24- Conference Day 2: Conference proceedings at UH Manoa Campus Center Executive 

Dining Room. 

March 25- Conference Day 3: Conference proceedings and evening Gala at UH Manoa Campus 
Center Executive Dining Room. 

Oahu Post Conference Tours 

March 26-27, 2025 

March 26- Oahu Post-Conference Tour Day 1: Tour Waimea Valley Botanical Garden, , walk 
through and visit famous Haleiwa, the historic surf town and cultural hub of the North Shore 
Haleiwa. 

March 27- Oahu Post-Conference Tour Day 2: Tour and interact at Kualoa Ranch, , enjoy an 

afternoon at the Polynesian Cultural Center with a full Hawaiian Luau in the evening to finish off 
the day. 
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https://www.eastwestcenter.org/campus/housing/housing-facilities/lincoln-hall
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/lyon/
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/studentlife/campus-center-complex/meetings-events/ballroom-meeting-rooms/
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/studentlife/campus-center-complex/meetings-events/ballroom-meeting-rooms/
https://www.waimeavalley.net/botanical-collection
https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/oahu/regions/north-shore/Haleiwa
https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/oahu/regions/north-shore/Haleiwa
https://www.kualoa.com/about/
https://www.polynesia.com/villages/

